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SERMON 


Preached to the 


Proteſtants of Ireland 


IsAIAR, Chap. xxiv. Part of the 16th Verſe. 
The treacheraus dealers have dealt treacbe- 


rouſly ; yea, the treacherous dealers have 
dealt very treacherouſly. 


FI \HIS Chapter is a Concluſion of 
ſeveral Threats and Judgments, de- 


ned Vengeance unleſs they repent, bis raiſing 
| * A 2 vp 


- 
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up many neighbouring Nations, and even ſome 
of thoſe they had conquered, to aMiQt them; 
his confounding their Devices, and diſappoint- 
ing their miſcheivous Deſigns againſt the Jews, 
with evident Views and Applications of all 
this to the Chriſtian Church, are moſt em- 
phatically deſcribed. . 

In the ee of this Chapter, Deſtruc- 
tion and Deſolation are in the ſtrongeſt Terms 
threatned to the Land, to Prince and People, 
Prieſts and Lay-men, Maſters and Servants, 
Rich and Poor: Yet at the 13th and follow- 
ing Verſes, a Deliverance is foretold, that 
when thus it ſhall be, they ſhall lift ap their 
Voice, they ſhall ſing for the Majeſty of the 
Lora, they ſhall glorify the Lord, even the Name 
of the Lord God of Iſrael in the Iſles of the Sea; 
with a Wo, to the treacherous dealers who 

have dealt treacherouſly, yea, the treacherous 
' gealers who have dealt wery treacherouſly. 

This Repetition of the Phraſe is an elegant 
Hebraiſm, a reproachful Aggravation of the 
Baſeneſs and Treachery of the Enemies of 
God's People and Church: There is a noble 
Simplicity, the trueſt Sublime, in the Expreſſi- 
on, and indeed through the whole Stile of this 
Evangelical Prophet. 

Now how applicable theſe Words are to 
the Occaſion of our preſent Meeting, a little 
Reflection upon the unhappy State of our 
Country, both before and at the Time of the 
Deliverance we now commemorate, will eaſily 
demonſtrate. The 
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The Natives of our Kingdom, from the 
Time of Hexry the 2d, had been perpetu- 
ally uneaſy under the Engliſh Government; 
had by frequent Wars, Rebellions, and unna- 
tural Conſpiracies, in every ſucceeding Reign, 
endeavoured to ſhake off the gentle Yoke of 
our reaſonable Laws, which would have ab- 
\ rogated their barbarous Cuſtoms, civilized 
their Manners, and ſmoothed the ſavage 
Roughneſs of their Tempers. But when the 
Reformation was introduced among us, new 
Fuel was added to their former Diſcontents ; a 
furious miſtaken Zeal for their Superſtitions, 
blown up by their Prieſts, raiſed their Ani- 
moſities much higher; their Hatred of our holy 
Religion, joyned to the rooted Averſion they had 
all along expreſſed to our Government, fitted 
them for the moſt deſperate Enterprizes of 
Blood and Horrour. Vet ſtill the Mildneſs of our 
Princes ſtrove to overcome this inveterate 
Diſpoſition; repeated Rebellions only produ- 
ced repeated Pardons; their great Men were 
careſſed and intruſted; the meaner Sort in- 
vited, courted to taſte the Sweets of Engliſb 
Liberty ; the ineſtimable Advantages of Mag- 
14 Charta and all the other excellent Laws 
which make this Nation happy, were preſſed 
upon them; their Properties were guarded - 
and protected, their civil Rights enlarged, all 
the Improvements of Arts and Letters laid 
in their Way; their very Superſtitions and 
| Idolatrous 
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Idolatrous Worſhip were indulged ; for, though 

the Light of our Doctrine ſhone in their Faces, 
though our holy Religion was preached to 

them with a becoming Evangelical Zeal, yet 

no Violence or Perſecution was once thought 

of, the Conviction was wholly left to the bare 

Force and Evidence of Truth; and the Eng- 

liſh Government, like the Raman Conqueſts 

of old, would have redeemed them only from 
Barbarity and a Slavery of Mind and Body, | 
and entitled them to all the Franchiſes and 
Politeneſs of the Conquerors. 
In theſe Circumſtances it was, that the un- 
natural Rebellion we now remember was con- c 
trived; a Calm of ſeveral Years preceded it; 
no preſaging Complaints, no alarming Tu- c 
mults, were heard; for the Iriſßh Papiſts had c 

then a great Share in the Magiſtracy and Le- e 

gillature; their Maſs-houſes and Convents 4 


were open and publick, they had contraed 7 

a Alliances and Friendſhips with many of their c 
Proteſtant Neighbours, feemed to reliſh our 6« 

F Manners and Laws, and, under deceitful Co- || « 


lours, managed the baſeſt Treachery that ever ce 
was acted in the Chriſtian World; the doi any ce 
Maſſacre and Sicilian Veſpers had ſome plau- 
fible and fair Pretences of Provocation, but || « 
in our Caſe nothing but Diabolical Malice and 1 
Rancour could poſſibly have produced it. cc 
I I ſhall not trouble you with a melancholy I 
Relation of Particulars, the diſmal Story is y 
but too well known by an Anniverſary Repe- v 
* tition; | 
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tition ; I will only mention ſome Part of the 
Remonſtrance of the Iriſh Proteſtants preſent- 
ed to the Parliament of England a little after 
the Rebellion broke out. What Pen can ſet 
„ forth, or Tongue expreſs, (ſay they) the 
« Cruelties, more than barbarous, daily ex- 
«erciſed upon us: Stripping Men, Women, 
« and Children, and expoſing them to dye by 
the Extremity of Cold; ripping up the 
„ Wombs of Mothers with Child; raviſhi 


“ Wives and Daughters in the Preſence o 


te their Husbands and Parents; forcing Men 
* to abjure their Religion and embrace Pope- 
“ ry, and then immediately hanging them; 
4 obi ing others with Shews of Kindneſs to 
drink to Intemperance juſt before Executio 

*© that they might deſtroy both Souls and Bo- 
« dies; violating Articles made upon the 
« giving up of Houſes and Caſtles, and mur- 
ce dering Perſons with Paſſports and Safe- 
„guards in their Hands; breaking into 
& Churches, and burning (with Expreſſions 
“ of Hatred to our Religion) all they found 
ee therein; tearing and trampling upon Bibles, 
& and expoſing to the utmoſt Contempt thoſe 
«'facred Oracles; exerciſing their deadlieſt 
c Ypite upon the Perſons of the Proteſtant 
« Clergy, and vowing the utter Extirpation 
« of the Engliſb and all Profeſſors of the Truth. 
Well therefore and juſtly may. we apply the 
Words of the Prophet in my Text to our pre- 
ſent Caſe, The treacherous dealers have dealt 


treacherouſly ; . 
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treacherouſſy; yea, the treacherous dealers have 
dealt ver) treacherouſly. _ 
National unexpected Deliverances ſrom im- 
minent and ſeemingly unavoidable Deſtructi- 
on, as they are the ſtrongeſt Demonſtrations 
of an Almighty univerſal Benevolence, which 
overns and preſides over all, ſo do they de- 
55 the moſt publick and hearty Acknow- 
ledgments; private Eſcapes of particular Per- 
ſons or Families, however ſurprizing and mi- 
raculous, ſeem but the ſubordinate Effects of 
this over-ruling Providence, are too often aſ- 
cribed to ſecond Cauſes, and as the Benefit is 
narrow and confined, ſo muſt the Gratitude be 
alſo; but where each particular Perſon and Fa- 
mily finds its private Account in the Delive- 
rance, where a general Miſchief, contrived 
with the deepeſt Secreſy and juſt ready to 
break out, is diſcovered upon the very Point 
of Execution; when God Almighty interpoſes 
and confounds the Devices of our Enemies, 
there ſure our Gratitude ſhould know no 
Bounds, but with one Heart and Voice we 
ſhould all praiſe and magnify the Lord, who 
hath broken their Snares, and. not delivered us 
over 45 a Prey unto them, And this (my Bre- 


thren) is exactly our Caſe, for though none of 


-us here preſent (at above ſeventy Years Di- 
Nance) did, it may be, perſonally eſcape their 
Swords or Daggers, yet the diſmal Conſequen- 
ces of this Rebellion (had it ſucceeded) would 
have affected us and our lateſt Poſterity in the 
wy me 
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moſt ſenſible Manner ; we owe to this De- 
liverance, and to another freſher one (which 
ought never to be forgotten by us) the Enjoy- 
ment of our civil Rights and Liberties, the 
many good Laws, an happy Governtnent we 
now live under, the free Profeſſion' of our holy 
Religion, even the preſent Opportunity of re- 
turning our ſolemn Thanks to God, and all 
that can be moſt valuable to us, both as Men 
and Chriſtians. lu 
Give me Leave therefore to quicken your 
Gratitude, by dwelling more particularly on 
ſome of the Dangers you have eſcaped: And to 
render your Thankſgiving more acceptable to 
Almighty God,by ſhewing whatReturns of Du- 
ty you ought to make for theſe great Bleſſings. 


And Firſt, to repreſent the Dangers you 
have eſcaped. They are no leſs than a Popiſh 
Religion and a Popiſh Government; ſuch 
Yokes as rational Men, enlightened by the 
Truth of Evangelical Doctrines, and Exg- 
liſh-Men acquainted with Liberty, and not 
bred up in Slavery and under Arbitrary Power, 
muſt needs think moſt intolerable. 

Inſtead of the Apoſtles Creed of twelve 
Articles, that ſhort Form of ſound Words, 
which with a ſuitable good Life conveyed the 
Primitive Chriſtians to Heaven ; you would 
haye been forced to ſwallow Pope Pius's twelve 
additional Ones, not only deſtructive of that 
good Life, but likewiſe groſly repugnant to 

B .Senſe; 
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Senſe, Reaſon, Catholick Tradition, and 
Scripture. on Th 
It is obſervable, that the Devil, in endea- 
vouring to deſtroy or corrupt Chriſt's Church, 
has regularly followed the Method and Order 
of the Articles of the Creed. In the firſt three 
hundred Years he inſtigated the. Followers of 
Simon Magus, Menander , Baſilides, Marcion, 
and others, to oppole the firſt Article concern- 
ing God the Father : In the next Centuries, 
by the Diſciples of Sabellius, Photinus, and A- 
714, to contradict the Divinity of Chriſt : 
After the, Year four hundred he combated the 
2 5 80 of the Incarnation, Paſſion, and Re- 
ſurrection, by Weſtorius, Eutyches, Dioſcorus, 
and others. Next, the Proceſſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt was diſputed in the Greek Church: 
Till at laſt the great Antichriſtian Deluge of 
Popery began to overſpread the World, and to 
corrupt, not ſingle Articles only, but a great 
Part of the Chriſtian Syſtem, the Mediatorſhip 
of our Saviour, the ee of the Catholick 
Church, the Doctrine of Remiſſion of Sins, 

and of future Rewards and Puniſhments. The 
firſt Enemies of the Church were more modeſt 
or more cowardly, would have diſplaced or 
picked out here and there ſome one of the 
Foundation Stones of our Holy Faith ; but 
theſe latter boldly attacked and undermined 
the main- Body. of this beautiful. Fabrick, fo 
that it might be ſaid of them, as it was in the 


e e 7 
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Fewiſh Songs * of Saul and David, : 9 
that other Hereſies had lain their 18.7. 
thouſands, but Popery its ten thouſands. 
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The ſacred Oracles of Scripture, in which 


are contained the Treaſures of Eternal Life, 


all that God has thought fit to reveal to us 
concerning himſelf and our Duty, would have 
been wholly locked up from you, or diſtri- 
buted only in Shreds and upon ſolemn Oc- 
caſions, with a double Proportion of Legend 
and Fable, The Traditores or Deliverers up of 
their Bibles were as infamous in the Primitive 
Church, as the Offerers to Idols; but in the 
Roman Church it would have been much more 
Hererical to have kept or read them; and to 
have ſearched the Scriptares (in Obedience to 
Chriſt's Command), to ſtudy them in order 
to inform yourſelves of your Duty out of 
God's Laws, would have been reckoned the 
higheſt Act of Diſobedience, and puniſhed by 
their Inquiſition, 

You muſt have offered your moſt folemn 
Prayers to Almighty God in a Language you 
underſtood not; inſtead of worſhipping him 
in Spirit and Truth, with your Minds. and 
Hearts, your Service would 'have been purely 
Mechanical, the Work of your Lips and Fin- 
gers, and paid in a fort of Talleys of Devo- 
tion. hoe hog | „ 

Nay, you muſt not have preſumed too oſten 
to addreſs immediately to God or our Savi- 


our even in this unknown Tongue, but you 
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would have been directed to ſome powerful 
Patrons and Interceſſors among the Courtiers 
of Heaven, through whoſe Mediation you 
muſt have offered up your Requelts and Sup- 
plications to God; as if God had not allowed 
us on all Occaſions free Acceſs to himſelf; and 
the moſt powerful and prevalent Interceſſion 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the one Mediator between God 
and Man. were not ſufficient. You mult have 
renounced your Senſes in order to believe 
Tranſubſtantiation, and your Reaſon in fra- 
ming Arguments to ſupport and defend theſe 
and the like monſtraqus and abſurd Doctrines. 
In Summ, you muſt have profeſſed a patched 
motley Religion, made up of Inconſiſtencies, 
Superſtitioas, meer mechanical Exerciſes and 
theatrical Repreſentations ; but the worſt and 
moſt ſcandalous Ingredients in it, are thoſe 
Remains of Heatheniſm, the many Practices 
nd Doctrines in Popery evidently borrowed 
rom the Pagan Theology. For not to men- 


tion Purgatory, almoſt litterally copyed from 
the ſixth Eueid of Virgil, * | 


— aliis ſub gurgite vaſto 
Lafectam eluitur ſcelus, aut exuritur ig ni. 
Donec longa dies perfecto temporis orbe 
Concretam exemit labem, purumque reliquit 
Athereum ſenſum, atque aura: ſimplicis ignem, 


Virg, 6th Eneid. 


And 
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And their Limbus from a like poetical Original. 


Infantumque anime flentes in limine primo, &c. 


Virg. ibid. 


their abuſing the Holy Sacrament of the 


Euchariſt, by making it a Sacrifice to ſerve 
every occaſional Purpoſe; how have they 
adopted almoſt the whole Gentile Syſtem by 
their Image-Worſhip, the Number of Hea- 
venly Beings, which they make the Objects of 
Adoration, their Tutelary Saints, their Ca- 
nonizations, ſo glaringly Idolatrous, that they 
have been forced to ſtrike the Second Com- 
mandment quite out of rhe Decalogue, leſt 
even the Vulgar among them ſhould have diſ- 
covered the groſs Impoſition ? So that 'tis no 
Wonder that we hear of ſuch Multitudes of 
Converts made by their Miſſionaries among 
the Heathens; for where is the Difficulty of - 
changing a Confucius for a Xaverius, of new 
naming their Statues and Pictures, placing the 
Head of a ſuppoſed Martyr upon the Trunk 
of an old Idol, and retaining the ſame Wor- 
ſhip with a little Alteration of the Object? 
So that ſome Modern Popiſh Wri- 
ters * of Travels, giving an Ac- 
count of their Conferences and 
Diſputes with the Heathen Prieſts and Philo- 


* Della Valle 
and Berner. 


ſophers, have honeſtly own'd, that they fo 


plauſibly defended their Idolatrous Practices 


and Principles, and with Arguments ſo very 


- like 
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like the Catholick ones, that they had little 
left to object againſt them. ; 

Nor was Papery content alone to borrow 
Principles and Practices from other Religions 
to corrupt our plain Chriſtianity, but it ex- 


tracted likewiſe the moſt refin'd Syſtem of 


Worldly Politicks, from the Experience of the 
ableſt in State-craft, in order to enflave and 
govern the Minds of Men. Our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour declared his Kingdom not to be of this 
World; but his pretended Vicars did not find 
their Account in that humble Declaration; 
Temporal Power, in the moſt abſolute De- 
gree, was to be eſtabliſhed, and blind Obedi- 
ence to be bound upon Conſcience by the 
moſt indiſſoluble Tyes. In order to theſe, 
the Prieſtly Character was to be exalted be- 
yond all Compariſon; they were to be ſup- 
poſed more than Men, that they might treat 
the Layety like Beaſts: The Head of their 
Church muſt be Infallible, and his Decrees 
received like the Oracles of God. Kings and 
Kingdoms were to be ſubject to his Ana- 
themas, and the Spiritual Sword once' un- 
ſheathed, was to draw all the Temporal ones 
after it ia Croiſades and holy Expeditions, to 
execute the ſeveral Projects of their Ambition. 
And . becauſe nothing ſtrikes People with 
greater Awe and Reſpect, or gives more Au- 
thority than Miracles, therefore every Prieſt 
was to be endowed with the higheſt Won- 
der-working Fower, and by — 

our 
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four Words, be able at all Times to make. 
his Sa viour: They too were alone to diſpenſe 
and interpret Scripture; whatever they ſaid as 
of Faith, was to be implicitely believed, and 
the leaſt Contradiction to their Aſſertions was 
a kind of Spiritual Treaſon, triable only before 
their moſt dreadful Inquiſition- Tribunal, from 
which lay no Appeal. Notwithſtanding our 
Sa viour's expreſs Command to all Chriſtians 
to participate both of his Body and Blood, 
to receive the whole Sacrament, yet, to wi- 
den the Diſtance between Prieſts and People, 
and to give the former an evident Superiority, 
Half- Com munion was introduced: And as the 
beſt Political Government (eſpecially if it be 
Arbitrary) would ſoon fail without numerous 
Guards and Forces, an extraordinary Revenue, 
and the moſt exact Intelligence; ſo Popery has 
made the carefulleſt Proviſion of all theſe. 

It has whole Armies of Regulars, Monks, 
and Fryars, garriſon'd in every Chriſtian Coun- 
try, maintain'd by the Labours of others, 
bound by the moſt folemn Vows to pay a 
blind Submiſſion to the Orders of their Chief. 
And to fit them for any Attempt, they are 
obliged to Celibacy, that they may give no 
Hoſtages to humane Sociery,and leſt the Prince 
and Country ſhould have any Pledges of their 
Fidelity. 

It has moreover eſtabliſhed an inexhauſtible 
Treaſury or Bank of Merit, a fort of Inſu- 
rance-Office for Souls, where Sinners of all 


„Sizes 
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Sizes may be ſupply'd, and at certain Prices 
buy Indulgences, or Letters of Credit; pur- 


chaſe Freedom out of their Spiritual Priſon, 


Purgatory ; and compound on their Death- 
beds for a wicked Life : So that among them 
*tis almoſt impoſſible for a rich Man not to enter 
into the Ring dom of Heaven. 


Laſtly, Tris Maſter of all the Secrets in the 
World, and muſt have the moſt perfect In- 
telligence by the means of their Auricular Con- 
ſeſſion. 

But as reaſonable Men could not be thus 
groſly enſlaved and impoſed upon vithout 
ſome Artifices, they have therefore taken pru- 
dent Care, to dazle and amuſe weak Minds by 
tHe Multitude of their Shows and Ceremonies, 
to gratify all their Senſes by a Profuſion of 
gawdy Ornaments, ſplendid Temples, exqui- 
ſite Statues and Pictures, pompous Proceſſions, 


Theatrical Muſick, Incenſe and Perfumes ; and 
to varniſh the Outſide of Religion with ſo gla- 


ring Luſtre and Splendour, that their Reaſons 
and Judgments might be taken off from enquir- 


ing--and looking into its intrinfick Wortlt 


and Value: According to the old known Prac- 
- tice of the Roman Tyrants, who endeavour- 
ed to ſweeten the Loſs of Liberty and Privile- 
ges, by diverting the People frequently with 

entertaining Spectacles, Plays, and Feaſts. 
And ſuch (my Brethren) is the Religion 
you have eſcaped by the: Deliverance we this 
Day 
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Day commemorate. 'This was the great Spi- 
ritual Danger, | | 


But, Secondly, you were likewiſe freed from 
an intolerable Temporal one, a Popiſh Govern- 
ment: When I ſay this, I mean an Arbitrary 
one, attended with a diſpenſing Power, and 
exempt from any Obligation to Laws, Con- 
tracts, or Oaths. And indeed there ſeems to 
be a neceſſary Connexion between Popery and 
Servitude ; the one naturally begets the other; 
which not only too frequent unhappy Experi- 
ence does evince, but likewiſe the very Reaſon 
of the thing. For when Men's Minds are en- 
chained, when they muſt not judge or think 
but as they are bid, and dare not act according 
to the Dignity of humane Nature, how Po 
can Liberty ſubſiſt? All generous Notions mult 
of Courſe be extinguiſhed, and only a Nar- 
rowneſs of Soul, a poor tame mean-ſpirited- 
neſs remain, the proper Materials for arbitrary 


Power to work upon, and the very Introducti- 


on to Slavery. The little Liberty now left in 
the World, 1s almoſt wholly confined to Pro- 
teſtant Countries. A rational Freedom of 
thinking, will produce a like decent Freedom 
of ſpeaking and aQing ; and theſe, as regula- 
ted by Laws made with mutual Conſent and 
Approbation, do conſtitute what is properly 
called Liberty. The beſt Inſtance hereof is our 
own moſt excellent Conſtitution, ſo exactl 


poiz'd between the two fatal Extremes of Go- 


vernment, 
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vernment, diſtributing in ſuch juſt Proportions 
what is due both to Prince and Subject, that 
as it is the Envy of other Nations, ſo it cannot 
be too highly valued and priz'd by our ſelves. 


And as I have founded before Slavery upon the 


Popiſh Profeſſion, ſo probably is our own hap- 
Conſtitution owing in a great Meaſure to 
our Church's being the pureſt Proteſtant one 
in the World. | | 
' Yet even this wiſe Eſtabliſhment, ſo well 
calculated for the general Good of Mankind, 
and guarded by Laws, Intereſt, and the ſo- 
lemneſt Obligations, muſt neceſſarily have 
been deſtroyed, had not the Rebellion of this 
Day been diſappointed. A Popiſh Prince (and 
ſuch the Rebels in all their Declarations pro- 
poſed to themſelves) would eaſily have diſpenſ- 
ed with thoſe Laws, and been abſolved from 
his Oaths : Your Charters would have been vi- 
olated, and Corporations either influenced to 
mean Compliances or diſſolved : Your Senates 


- (the Guardians of your Rights and Privileges) 


would have been .pack'd, and then either flat- 
tered or terrified to execute the arbitrary Or- 
ders of an abſolute Sovereign; and all your en- 
vied Liberties die by Degrees, till the Yoke of 
Servitude were fix d and bound upon you by 
Standing Armies. The Chains and Fetters of 
our Neighbours do ſtill ſound and rattle in our 
Ears; and can we reflect upon theſe diſmal 
Gulphs of Ruine we have eſcaped, without the 
moſt ardent Acknowledgments of the Divine 

Goodneſs 
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Goodneſs and Mercy in our Deliverance? And 
this was the laſt thing I propoſed, viz. 


To render your Thankſgiving more accep- 
table to Almighty God, by ſhewing what Re- 


turns of Duty you ought to make for theſe: 
great Bleſſings. 


Firſt then, The Conſideration hereof ſhould 
beget in us a ſincere Repentance for and Ab- 
horrence of all Sin, and ſteady Reſolutions ob 
Piety and Virtue : For God's main End in De- 
liverances as well as Judgments, is the Refor- 
mation of our Lives; they both prompt us to 
look up to Heaven, and to read the holy Pur- 
poles they are deſigned for. Mercies and Fa- 
yours are emphatically ſtiled the Cords of 4 
Man; and reaſonable Natures are much eaſier 
drawn than driven to Duty, and are more 
effectually wrought upon by gentle than ſe- 
vere Methods. This was holy 
David's Temper, Not to forget the 
Works of the Lord, but to keep his Command- 
ments, Let*us not then defeat this gracious 
Deſign, but grow better under Deliver- 
ances: Let us humble our ſelves, and be- 
wail thoſe Sins which deſerved the imminent 
Dangers we have eſcaped, and ſia no more leſt a 
worſe thing come upon us: Let us rejoyce with Ho- 
lineſs ; and while our Hearts are dilated with 
Thankſgiving, let us, as the beſt Fruit of Gra- 
titude, entirely reconcile our ſelves to God, and 

C 2 *make 
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make it appear, that tho? we continued obſti- 
nate and perverſe under his Chaſtiſements, yet 
we cou'd not reſiſt the Charms of his Love and 
Kindneſs. Our Hopes were to be obliged, 
tho? our Fears wou'd not; and (as in the Fa- 
ble) tho? the Fury and Storms of Afflictions, 
all the Violence of the North Wind, cou'd not 
force us to let go our Sins, yet the warm Sur- 
ſhine of Mercies and Deliverances is able to 
melt us down into Duty, and diſarm all our 
Luſts and Paſſions. 


Secondly, Let us, in Imitation of the Divine 
Goodneſs to us, who deſerved the heavieſt 
Judgments, ſhew a ſuitable Kindneſs to the 
poor Natives of our Country, by laying aſide 
all Reſentment for paſt Injuries, and beſtow- 
ing the nobleſt Charity upon them. They ſeem 
naturally to be a kind and loving People, and 
all their treacherous Rebellions are chiefly 
owing to the unhappy Influence of their miſ- 
chievous Religion. Let us by all reaſonable 
Methods endeavour to convince them of their 
Errors, reſcue their good Natures from this 
unhappy Influence, and make them good 
Chriſtians and good Subjects. This will be the 
moſt glorious Victory, to conquer our Enemies 
by removing their Prejudices, inſtructing their 
ignorant Souls, and conferring the moſt chari- 
able and friendly Offices upon them, What 
greater Honour can we propoſe to our ſelves, 
thanto be Fe!low-workers with God in recovering 
9114 N t 8 F this 
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this miſled People from their Superſtition and 
Idolatry? How noble an Ambition is it to be- 
come his Miniſters in the Diſpenſation of his 
Graces, and to have the Glory and Pleaſure of 
acting (as it were) in Concert with him in this 
Labour of Love? We ſhould thereby effectually 
pluck up the very Seeds and Roots of all fu- 
ture Rebellions and Revolutions ; and at once 
ſecure our own temporal, and rheir eternal 
Concerns. E * 

This (my Brethren) we may all do, and 
(give me Leave to ſay) we are obliged to do, 
in our ſeveral Stations. The Nobility and 
Gentry may influence and adviſe, the Clergy 
inſtruct and perſwade, and every one by his 
Purſe, his Zeal, his Intereſt, or unweariet 
Application, may contribute to this neceſſary 
and important go2d Work. I dare not preſume 
to determine that any Methods are ſo likely 
to accompliſh this as the Evangelical; ſeveral 
have already been unſucceſsfully tried ; penal 
Laws and Severity have hitherto proved inef- 
fectual: Let us then, in the Name of God, 
experiment ſome ,which have not yet been ſo 
generally practiſed, tho' in many Inſtances 


they have done great Good: Let us endeavour 


to.gain them, by complying in ſome Meaſure 
with their Infirmities, by allowing them the 
Word of God, our excellent Liturgy, and o- 
ther pious Proteſtant Books in their own Lan- 
Fuge by erecting Charity- Schools for rhe 
[Inſtruction of their Youth, and by all _ 
” "_— 
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mild and genle Means unanſwerably convince 
them, that we are ſeriouſly and heartily con- 
cerned for the Salvation of their Souls. | 


"Laſtly, To render theſe our Endeavours more 
ſucceſsful, and our preſent Thankſgiving truly 
acceptable to God, let us perfect this great 
and excellent Work of Charity, by laying a- 
ſide our own moſt unnatural and unſeaſonable 
Heats and Animoſities : A Kzngdom, or a Re- 
ligion, divided againſt it ſelf, cannot ſtand, Our 
common Enemies are artful and formidable e- 
nough to require our moſt united Oppoſition ; 
and muſt needs obſerve with Pleaſure, how by 
our unhappy Diviſions we are effectually do- 
ing and promoting their Buſineſs. The Con- 
ſideration of the Dangers we have ſo lately e- 
ſcaped, and Poſſibility that we may fall into the 
ſame again, ſhould methinks alarm us all into 
Union.; and *twere paſſionately to be wiſh'd 
(to uſe fome of the laſt Words of our great 
Deliverer) © That there were no other Diſlinc- 
„ tion among us, but of thoſe who are hearty 
« and zealous for the Proteſtant Religion and 
e preſent Eſtabliſhment in Church and State, 
e and thoſe who are for Popery and a French 

* Government. 

As we value therefore our precious Reli- 
gion and Liberties, and hope to live happily un- 
der the beſt of Queens; as we expect to have 
our Prayers heard for a long Continuance of 
Her auſpicious Reign, and a Succeſſion of true 

| Proteſtant 
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Proteſtant Prinees after her; let us not weak- 
en or ruine theſe ineſtimable Bleſſings by our 
fatal Parties and Diſtinctions. God Almighty 
may not always (as he has hitherto done) work 
Miracles for ourDeliverance ; And it is remark. 
able, that the Factions among the Jews were 
never more bitter and violent, than when Je- 
ruſalem was actually beſieged by the Romans; 
as their Dangers increaſed, their Party- Fury 

rew higher alſo; and therefore God, who 
pad often before delivered them from their E- 
nemies, gave them up at laſt to be deſtroyed, and 
would no longer have his Patience inſulted, or 
his Mercies thrown away upon an ungrateful, 
divided, tho? his own choſen People. 

May the Conſiderations I have mentioned 
prevail with us in Time, to unite all heartily 
in the Service of God and ſincere Profeſſion of 
our holy Religion, in Duty and Fidelity to our 
gracious Sovereign, and in ſincere Love and 
Charity to one another. So may we ever ſe- 
curely depend upon and expect the Almighty's 
Protection from future Dangers ; and as he has 
often heretofore (and particularly on the Occa- 
ſion we now return Thanks for) wenderfully 
delivered us, that he will continue hereafter to 
be (in the Words of the Pſalmiſt) 
our Strength, our ſtony Rock and | 
Defence, our Saviour, our God and Might, our 
Buckler, the Horn alſo of our Salvation, and our 
Refuge from one Generation to another. Amen. 
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